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• Philly is 5th largest school food service 
• 166k kids meals served every day 
• 29 million meals served each year 
• $1.84 is the food cost of a satellite lunch 













• In 2012 a survey of 434 SDP employees, 64% of 
respondents report over half the food served is 
thrown out.  
• 31% of food is wasted in the US. 
 
We do not inherit the earth from our ancestors, 
we borrow it from our children. 
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1. What percent of food do you think is wasted? 
A: 60% 
A: 40-50% 
A: most of it 
2. Why do kids waste food? 
A: Because they are wasteful. 
A: I think it’s because they don’t get the required nutrition taught at home. 
3. What foods do kids waste the most? 
         A: The vegetables 
         A: The fresh vegetables 
4. Why do you give out food to kids if you know they will throw it away? 
         A: By law we have to give it to them. If they don’t eat it, that’s on them. 
5. How would you reduce food waste? 
         A: I don’t know, that’s a good question. 
So let’s assume kids waste 35% of the 
food they are served. 
• 166,144 meals served each day 
• 58,150 meals wasted 
• About 45,000 satellite lunches served 
($1.84) each day 
• $31,759 thrown into the trash 
There are a minimum of 180 instructional 
days per year. What’s the yearly waste? 
 
10,467,000 total meals wasted 
 
$5,216,400 of satellite lunch 
food thrown into the trash 
 
 
 jarretts@urbannutrition.org 
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